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2 O 18 Leg is lative Priorities

1. FT]NDING

. Support fulI funding of all mandated education programs at the maximum level required to de-
liver a quality education to all public school students in the Commonwealth as required by our
Constitution.

. Support climination of thc support cap - which is the methodology establishcd in thc Appropri-
ation Act that artificially caps thc number of statc-fundcd sr.rpport positions pcr 4.27 studcnts.

. Support legislation that would provide a fully-funded, full-time registered nurse in every
school during school hours in order to provide for and maintain the optimum health and safety
of our children.

. Oppose legislation that seeks to divert funding from traditional school buildings to virtual and

charter schools.
. Oppose tuition tax credits that seek to defer monies from public education.
. Oppose any legislation that seeks to turn public schools into private corporations, remove deci-

sion making power from local school boards, or in any way divide the relationships shared

with parents, teachers and communities.

2. STANDARDS OF QUALITY ENHANCEMENTS

. Support Board of Education SOQ enhancements including, but not limited to, staffing stan-

dards for school nurses, school counselors and psychologists.
. Support legislation the requires all elementary school students receive unstructured daily recess

that promotes physical activity and social interaction.

3. ASSESSMENTS

. Support additional reductions in SOL assessments.

. Support school accountability formulas that incorporate the widest variety of criteria available,
emphasize individual qualities of the schools and allow for the highest degree of transparency.

. Support a system of assessing schools that accurately measures as many aspects of that school

as possible including, but not limited to, parent engagement programs or associations, avail-
ability and variety of academic and extra-curricular activities, funding, guidance counselors,
school nurses, nutrition programs, skills training, class size, school safety and teacher qualifi-
cations.

4. FLEXIBILITY

. Support policies that allow flexibility and exceptions from system-wide calendars and uniform
teaching methods.



. Public schools should be encouraged to create individual paths to student success and afforded

flexibilities similar to those provided to charter schools.
. Encourage local options and empowerment of school boards to create effective, successful, in-

dependent schools that are built to meet the needs of their community.

5. GT]N VIOLENCE PREVENTION

. Support legislation requiring and maintaining schools as gun-free zones

. Support increased penalties for possession, discharging or brandishing weapons within school
buildings.

. Support the right of Virginia's children to an education in an environment that is safe and non-
violent.

. Support universal background checks for the sale and possession of firearms and closing the

gun show loophole.

6. SCHOOL SAFETY and DISCIPLINE

. Support legislation that requires all school resource officers receive initial training on school-
based situations prior to assignment in a school and participate in additional training over the
course of their assignment and dedicated funding to encourage local adoption.

. Support establishment of guidelines for alternatives to short- and long-term suspensions.

7. LOCALCONTROL

. VAPTA urges legislators to grant local school boards the authority to determine school start
dates for the year (Code of Virginia 22.1-7.1).

. Support increased flexibility in local use of Standards of Quality (SOQ) funding in order to al-
low individual divisions to move money between categories, based on needs.

8. SCHOOL BOARD AUTHORITY

. VAPTAbelieves a strong partnership between the local school board and parent body is vital in
creating schools that best serve their communities.

. VAPTA opposes any changes in the Virginia Constitution that would reduce the authority and

responsibility of the local school board of public school supervision or administration, thereby
weakening the power of the parent body.

Contact Kim Chandler, Virginia PTA VP Advocacy with questions:
advocacy@vapta.org


